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They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love (2021)	 J. Richard Dixon	  

Michelle Gergen-Wisner, piano 

Abide with Me (2018)	 J. Richard Dixon	  
Kathy Osborne, flute  & Stan Osborne, piano 

I too, will soon be gone… (2020) †	 Chase T. Jordan 
	 Text by Walt Whitman 

Robert Howard, tenor & Michelle Gergen-Wisner, piano 

Five Short Pieces for Piano (2011)	 J. Richard Dixon	  
	 I.	 A la Erik Satie	  
	 II.	 A Little Bartok 
	 III.	 Bach??? 
	 IV.	 A la Brubeck 
	 V.	 A la Poulenc 

John Wolf, piano 



Granite Bowl (2024) †	 Chase T. Jordan 
	 I.	 Domes in a Blanket  —  II.  Frozen Fractals	  
	 III.	 Alpenglow 
	 IV.	 Ripples  —  V.  Stone Against Stone 

Chase T. Jordan, viola  

Sonata for Violoncello and Piano: The Mountains Call (2024) †	 Robert Charles Howard 
	 I.	 In the High Country	  
	 II.	 Daybreak 
	 III.	 Summer Fest 

Rich Woessner, cello & John Wolf, piano 

~~~ INTERMISSION ~~~ 

Abstraction of the End (2019)	 Chase T. Jordan 
Robert Howard, flute; Chase T. Jordan, viola; David Schwarm, percussion;  

& Michelle Gergen-Wisner, piano	  

“River Song”, from Wilderness Reflections (2015)	 Robert Charles Howard 
	 	 	 Text by Wendell Berry 

	Robin Howard, soprano; Annette Dechant, clarinet; Susan Novy, bassoon 
Ann Mills & Jonquil Thom, violins; Rich Woessner, cello; Chase T. Jordan, viola; Steve Tice, bass;  

& J. Richard Dixon, finger cymbals 

Elegy for Flute and Strings (2021) †	 J. Richard Dixon 
Robert Howard, flute; Ann Mills & Jonquil Thom, violins;  

Rich Woessner, cello; Chase T. Jordan, viola & Steve Tice, bass 

High Noon (2015)	 J. Richard Dixon 
Annette Dechant, clarinet; Rich Woessner, cello; & Michelle Gergen-Wisner, piano; 



Sonata for Flute & Piano (2018)	 Robert Charles Howard 
	 I.	 Vivace	  
	 II.	 Adagietto 
	 III.	 Vivace 

Robert Howard, flute & John Wolfe, piano 

† Indicates the performance of the work is a World Premiere 

About the Composers 

Estes Park has always been known as an artist community, but that community is much more than  
the graphic arts.It is almost impossible to conceive that in such a small town such as this you would 
find three community choirs, an orchestra, an Oratorio Society, Village Band, and a jazz band. But  
in addition to that, Estes is also home to five nationally known composers and arrangers, three of 
whom are represented on this program. 

–––

Our linen closet in Allen Park, Michigan was stuffed from floor to ceiling with my mother’s  
sheet music. Sometime in 1958 or 1959 I was looking through it for something to play when I  
found a packet of empty staff paper.  This was wrong! Staff paper is supposed to be filled with  
notes so 15 year old me decided to do something about it and wrote my first piano pieces.  
  
My brother Jim saw what I was doing and bought me several theory books and scores and took  
me to Detroit Symphony concerts. Three years down the road I was at Eastern Michigan  
University studying piano and taking composition with Dorothy James and José Serebrier.  After  
graduation I enrolled at Michigan State where I studied with Jere Hutcheson and H. Owen Reed.   

Armed with a MM degree from MSU In 1970, I was hired to teach Music Theory at Meramec  
Community College where I was on staff for 31 years. By 1974 I was also conducting the college  
orchestra. Along the way, reams of staff paper somehow got filled with notes belonging to  
violinists, pianists, singers, bands, orchestras and choruses.  I was commissioned to write  
Horizons for the 1997 Missouri All State Orchestra, Vision Quest for the Belleville Philharmonic  
Orchestra, which I conducted from 1995 to 2016 and wrote dozens of chamber pieces, choruses  
and songs along the way. While teaching at Meramec I studied composition with Washington  
University composer Robert Wykes and conducting with SLSO principal clarinetist, George  
Silfies. I was also a conducting fellow at the Conducting Institute of South Carolina in 1999.  

In 2014 I received a phone call from our dear friend, Kathryn Bowers who asked if I would like  
to compose a piece for the centennial of Rocky Mountain National Park. This became  
Wilderness Reflections. River Song, its second movement will be sung and played in this  



afternoon’s concert with my dear wife Robin singing the soprano solo. I particularly enjoy  
writing sonatas and the flute sonata and the cello are my two most recent compositions in this  
form. My deepest thanks go to John Wolf and Rich Woessner for playing them.  

I am thrilled and honored to be sharing this program with my friends, Rich Dixon and Chase  
Jordan and keeping company with so many excellent musicians from the Oratorio Society of  
Estes Park. I wish you all a wonderful time today and always.  
	 – Robert Charles Howard 
–––

Richard Dixon brings to this community over 60 years of musical experience as a choir and  
orchestra conductor as well as a professional singing career beginning at the age of 18  
singing in the chorus of the Muny Opera in St. Louis, Missouri. He has soloed with the St. Louis  
Symphony, the Chicago Symphony, the Milwaukee Symphony, and the Philadelphia Orchestra.  
But his real passion is composition and theory. With over 200 works published for a wide range  
of ensembles from brass quintets to full concert band, string quartet to full orchestra, a choral  
mass and cantata to pieces for piano and organ, his music has been performed throughout the  
United States and thirteen countries around the world. This program will include Richard’s  
instrumental work for solo piano, duet for piano and flute, and the premiere of his new work,  
“Elegy” for flute and strings, featuring Robert Howard on flute. 

–––

Recently arrived in the Estes Park community in 2023, Chase T. Jordan is a composer and violist 
who frequently collaborates with writers, visual artists, and choreographers in his artistic practice. 
His music, which has been described as an “engaging musical narrative” (Arcadia Winds, 2018), has 
been performed around the world, ranging from performances at the YMCA of the Rockies to the 
Pärnu Contemporary Music Days in Estonia by performers such as the Wild Beautiful Orchestra, 
The Haven Trio, SHHH!!! Ensemble, Whiskey Tango Foxtrot, and the Colorado Chamber Orchestra. 
As a violist, he has performed around the United States, including recitals with the New York Viola 
Society and the Philadelphia Viola Society, as well as having premiered works by leading and 
upcoming American composers such as Daniel Bernard Roumain, Hannah Rice, Caleb Walker, and 
others. Chase holds a BM in Viola Performance from the University of Wyoming, and an MM in 
Viola Performance and Music Composition from the Hartt School. This program will include three 
works of his – including two world premieres – an art song on a poem of Walt Whitman, a work for 
solo viola inspired by Rocky Mountain National Park’s Gem Lake, and a quartet for flute, viola, 
percussion, and piano originally written with choreography in mind. 

–––

Although Jerry Brubaker and Bob Basset are not represented on this program, we would be remised 
if they were not mentioned! Jerry is a prolific composer and arranger with more than 300 works 
published for concert bands, symphony orchestras, and choirs, and is an exclusive composer and 



arranger for Alfred Publishing. Bob splits his time between Denver and Estes Park, and in addition 
to having had his music performed from coast to coast across the United States, is also a board 
member for the Walden School, a New Hampshire based music education program that provides 
creative opportunities to musicians aged 9 to 99. 

Texts 

Chase Jordan: I too, will soon be gone…         
Text: “Twilight”, from Leaves of Grass, by Walt Whitman 

The soft voluptuous opiate shades, 
The sun just gone, the eager light dispell’d — (I too will soon be gone, dispell'd,)  
A haze—nirwana—rest and night—oblivion. 

Robert Charles Howard: “River Song,” from Wilderness Reflections         
Text by Wendell Berry

As timely as a river 
God’s timeless life passes 
Into this world. It passes 
Through bodies, giving life 
And past them, giving death. 
The secret fish leaps up 
Into the light and is 
Again darkened. The sun 
Comes from the dark, it lights 
The always passing river, 
Shines on the great-branched tree, 
And goes. Longing and dark, 
We are completely filled 
With breath of love in us 
Forever incomplete.


